
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 

 

Will the school definitely be re-opening on Monday 1st June 2020? 

Our current planning is to reopen the academy on 3rd June. However, if Government guidance 

changes, or if we do not feel we can open safely, we will be in touch with you immediately to 

let you know there has been a change. 

 

Why has the school chosen to re-open when other schools have not? 

We understand why other schools are not re-opening as soon during this uncertain time and 

we have had good discussions with colleagues across Astrea and Doncaster LA about the 

different choices we must make.  We have decided to re-open Atlas Academy because we 

know that a lot of children need our support, we are keen to have them back and because we 

are confident that we have made it as safe as we can for children and staff to come back. 

 

Do I have to send my child to school when it re-opens? 

If you have indicated on the recent survey that you wish to send your child back to school, 

please prepare to do so. 

 

If you said that you did not intend to send your child back, but have changed your mind, please 

check with the school before Monday 1st June 3pm.  It might not be possible to guarantee your 

child a place until later in the month. 

 

The guidance from the DfE makes clear that parents will not be fined for non-attendance at 

this time.  However, we would strongly encourage you to send your child to school if they are 

in one of the year groups (Nursery, Reception, Year 1, Year 6).  

 

In addition, if you are a key worker or your child has either an EHCP or a social worker then 

we ask that you send your child into school, regardless of their school year group. 
 

 

My child has specific medical or educational needs, if my child is with a different 

teacher how will they know? 

As part of our preparations, we will be holding training sessions for our teaching and support 

staff.  During these sessions, specific pupil needs will be shared with the teacher responsible 

for the class.  In the same manner as we do when our children move year to a new class. 

 

If my child is showing any symptoms of being unwell, should I send them to school? 

If your child is showing any symptoms of being unwell, you must not send them into school, 

particularly if they are displaying symptoms consistent with Covid-19 such as a dry cough, 

high temperature or a loss of taste or smell. 

 

 



What if my child or someone in my household is currently shielding because they are 

considered ‘clinically vulnerable’? 

Children who are considered ‘extremely clinically vulnerable’ are not expected to attend from 

3rd June 2020 as they are considered to be at a higher risk of severe illness from coronavirus, 

although it is expected that only a small minority of children will fall into this category.     

 

Children who live in a household with someone who is extremely clinically vulnerable and 

shielding should only attend if stringent social distancing can be adhered to and the child is 

able to understand and follow those instructions.  Please seek medical advice on the best 

arrangements for your child and then make early contact with your school. 

 

In cases of children who are considered ‘clinically vulnerable’ (but not ‘extremely clinically 

vulnerable’ – see above), parents should seek medical advice on the best arrangements for 

your child and then make early contact with your school. 

 

Children who live with someone who is clinically vulnerable (but not extremely clinically 

vulnerable), including those who are pregnant, can attend. 

 

What if my child is eligible to return to school but has siblings who are not? 

We are asking that only those children in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 or Year 6 return to school 

at this time.  This does not include siblings in a different year group.  The only exception to 

this is if you are a critical worker or your child has a social worker, in which case they may 

return to school regardless of year group.   

 

Can the school guarantee the safety of my child, including social distancing? 

As a school we have carried out detailed risk assessments so that we can put in the best 

measures we possibly can for the safety of both children and staff following the government 

guidance.  This means that the risk to anyone in the school building is minimised. 

  

If my child returns to school, will they be taught by their usual class teacher? 

Not necessarily. Part of the plans to reintroduce children safely is that they should be placed 

in ‘bubbles’ of no more than 15 with an adult and to remain in that group throughout the day. 

It follows, therefore, that not all children will be able to be in the same group with their teacher. 

This also means that they may also not be in their normal classroom.  

  

Will school meals be available? 

Yes, school meals will be available and further details on the arrangements for these will be 

issued in due course.  Children may also continue to bring in packed lunches. 

 

What will the school do if a pupil or staff member becomes ill with Covid like 

symptoms? 

Should any pupil or staff member start displaying Covid-like symptoms, they will be 

immediately  isolated from others at school.  Whilst we wait for a child to be collected from 



school, they will be attended by a member of staff, who will be wearing appropriate PPE. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-

guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection 

 

Will the school let me know if there is a confirmed case of COVID-19 at school? 

Yes, should any member of staff or pupil receive a positive test result, we will let you know as 

soon as possible.   

 

What happens if there is a confirmed case? 

If your child or another member of staff have a positive test then you and your class or group 

will be sent home and advised to self-isolate for 14 days in accordance with Public Health 

England guidance: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-

guidance.  

 

Will pupils and staff have to be tested for coronavirus when pupil return to school? 

The Government has said that staff and pupils will be eligible for testing if they become ill 

with coronavirus symptoms, as will members of their households.  

A negative test will mean you are able to go back to school. If your child or another member 

of staff have a positive test then you and your class or group will be sent home and advised 

to self-isolate for 14 days in accordance with Public Health England guidance: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-guidance.   

 

My child uses public transport to get to school what is the guidance? 

Guidance relating to public transport can be found here.  Coronavirus (COVID-19): safer travel 

guidance for passengers 

 

 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank

